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NEWSLETTER

‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’

Year 11 Get a taste of sixth form Life

On Thursday, our Year 11 pupils 
had the opportunity to spend 
the day as a Sixth Former. 

During the morning, pupils selected 
six A Level or BTEC subjects that 
they wanted to try out, and had a 
30-minute taster session in each. 
The pupils were fantastic, engag-
ing wholeheartedly in the sessions 
they had chosen. It was a real joy 
to watch pupils grappling with the 
concept of imaginary numbers in the 
Further Maths session, or testing 

their knowledge of human anat-
omy and physiology in Biology. In 
History, I watched pupils learn about 
communism as they worked hard to 
earn their sweets, only to be told 
they had to share them out equally! 
In Drama, pupils experimented with 
space, working in a one metre square 
to depict an epic action-movie chase 
sequence, and in Psychology pupils 
engaged in their own experiment 
about the human brain. And this was 
just a few of the sessions that took 

place during the morning. As I spoke 
to pupils at break and lunch, it was 
clear how much they had enjoyed 
testing out different subjects, and 
how much this would help them to 
make their final decisions about post-
16 study. Of course, being a post-16 
student is not just about choosing 
the right subjects, it is also about 
having the opportunity to 
develop as a young adult, 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
AvAILAbLE ThrOugh pupILS 

ANd STudENTS Or by vISITINg 
ThE SChOOL OffICE. 

Continued on page 3...

9 to 5: The Musical



2 www.woldgate.netIssue 73

HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

Our fabulous school production of Dolly Parton’s ‘9 to 5’ the musical starts next week. I’ve 
enjoyed watching the rehearsals and, as the week has progressed, the cast have simply shone. 
We have also received many positive comments from visitors, which all provide testament to 

the dedication and hard work of pupils and staff who, with the support of parents, will I’m sure deliver 
one of our very best performances ever. The standard should be high as we are a Performing Arts 
School, but this production, for me, looks simply exceptional. Be it singing, dancing, playing as part 
our orchestra, designing and building the set, or operating all of our lighting and sound, our pupils 
have simply excelled.

I truly believe that part of what makes this community so special is the holistic education we provide for our pupils. 
Our Performing Arts status, extra-curricular clubs, sporting activities and House competitions, combined with our 
wonderful visits programme, provide pupils with a unique opportunity to appreciate the world around them. I have 
long believed that the creative arts provide an exceptional platform upon which pupils can develop new skills, 
grow in confidence and, as people, develop qualities in an environment where their talents are nurtured and then 
celebrated. This holistic approach to school life is, for me, integral to a good education and wonderful preparation 
for future life.

Our production is a showcase for our school, but also a celebration of the individual talents of our children. It 
provides an opportunity for our pupils to grow in confidence, build character and work collectively to achieve a 
common goal. It is this camaraderie that allows our pupils to step outside their comfort zones to learn more about 
themselves, explore their interests and pursue their passions. In challenging ourselves we learn from our new expe-
riences and explore our own potential.

My wife always has an annual challenge. As the year end approaches, she is already researching possibilities for the 
year ahead. In the last few years, she has cycled from coast to coast in a day (Seascale to Whitby), competed in a 
triathlon, rowed competitively at Henley and run the London Marathon. By default, I’ve driven coast to coast, sat on 
a cold lakeside most Sundays watching her do open water swimming, sat by an even colder riverside as she rowed 
past and travelled across London in record time, by foot and on the Tube, following a marathon.

It is often these moments of achievement that we remember from school and that stay with us for a lifetime. 
Those occasions where we try something new, expose ourselves and grow our confidence. Be it taking part in a 
musical, adopting a new attitude or way of thinking, or literally deciding to try something you’ve never done before, 
we challenge our minds and bodies and in doing so open ourselves to new ideas, humble ourselves, embrace new 
opportunities and life.

So as the New Year approaches and new possibilities await, I do hope you’ll find the time, like our pupils, to chal-
lenge yourself and to embrace the many opportunities available to us all, and if we’ve like to see our musical (on the 
29th, 30th November and the 1st, 2nd December), then please do contact our school reception for tickets.

Do have a good weekend.

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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building transferable skills as well as 
subject-specific knowledge. In the 
afternoon, pupils listened to a talk 
from a representative at Northum-
bria University, and took part in an 
Enrichment activity. Pupils had a lot 
of fun in the Team Games session, 
attempting to build a tower using 
spaghetti, marshmallows and tape, 
along with other team-building and 
problem-solving exercises. They also 

threw themselves in to the football, 
basketball and Zumba sessions with 
enthusiasm, really making the most 
of the chance to take part in some-
thing different. In a few months 
time, these pupils will be collecting 
their GCSE results and starting the 
next chapter of their lives as a post-
16 student, and having seen them in 
action, I have no doubt that they will 
be successful. Mrs Lawson.

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

KeY Dates
2016 - 2017

autumn term

31St october - 16th december

sprinG term

3th January - 16th February

27th February - 7th april

summer term

24th april - 26th may

5th June - 21St July

parents’ eveninGs

year 12
8th december 2016

year 11
7th February 2017

year 10
25th may 2017

year 9
13th February 2017

year 8
5th July 2017

year 7
11th July 2017

staff  
traininG DaYs

17th February 2017
24th July 2017
25th July 2017

heaDteacher’s 
awarD

Year 7
dylan granton

Kyle WoodhouSe

Sol maynard

Year 8
georgie taylor

hannah WilliamS

Year 9
lennon SiSSonS

iSobel broSenitz

meliSSa Smith

Year 10
taylor Stanton

chloe oldroyd

Year 11
catriona neWby

edWard JibSon

house ranKinG

1

2

3

4

5

KirbY 
unDerDaLe

warrenDaLe

Great 
GivenDaLe

miLLinGton 
DaLe

thixenDaLe

Collection of Art Work

The deadline for collecting last year’s GCSE 
work is fast approaching.

Please contact reception and arrange a time and day to 
collect your work. Please collect by December 1st.



Lower schooL
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At Woldgate School, we know that talking to our pupils and listening to their views and ideas is 
vital to the running of a successful, happy school. Pupil voice is therefore an integral part of life 
at Woldgate School, and we ensure that pupils are asked their opinions on a range of issues, and 

their ideas and suggestions are taken on board. To ensure the views of all pupils are heard, each form 
elects two Form Representatives who gather views and ideas from others in the form and share them 
with their Head of Care & Achievement on a regular basis.

Pupils in each year group also elect two Student Counsellors each year. Student Counsellors attend 
regular meetings with the Form Representatives and Head of Care & Achievement, and then share the ideas and 
views of their year group with Mr Barrett, Head of Citizenship and Mr Britton at regular meetings. The views, sugges-
tions and ideas put forward by pupils are listened to carefully at each meeting and implemented and addressed 
wherever possible.

This Friday we held the first of a series of regular breakfast meetings for our Form Representatives and Student 
Counsellors to say thank you for the time, effort and dedication they put into their role. Our pupils also used 
the breakfast meeting to work in mixed groups, discussing what they love about Woldgate School and ideas for 
improvements and additions. These ideas will be looked at carefully and we will discuss their ideas at the next 
breakfast meeting.

Mr Sloman Writes:

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL
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upper schooL Ms Longstaff Writes:

Year 11 pupils have once again had a busy week with them taking part in activities allowing them 
to experience post-16 learning.  With mock exams approaching rapidly, our linguists have been 
very focused on preparing for their speaking exams and there has been a steady stream of pupils 

collecting their pre-ordered revision guides.  Hopefully pupils will further develop their revision skills 
and ensure that between now and January they are making efficient use of their time.

Meanwhile our Year 10 pupils are thinking ahead to July when they will have the opportunity to gain 
some valuable work experience and undertake a one week placement within the local community and 
surrounding areas.  Mrs Simpson has spoken to pupils and they should have all brought information 

home explaining the process.  Although a long way off, pupils should remember that their first deadline is 16th 
December by which time all their initial forms should have been completed, signed and returned to Mrs Simpson. 

This valuable opportunity gives our pupils the chance to experience the world of work whilst developing a real 
sense of independence.  Indeed, many of our former pupils have secured apprenticeships and future employment 
as a result of a successful placement at the end of Year 10.

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL

abbeY Dash
Dan Eastwood is a keen runner.  He trains up to four 

times a week as he enjoys long distance running.  
In October, along with his family, he completed a 

Charity Run, in aid of Cancer Research.  He enjoys these 
challenges and knows that they are always for a good 
cause.  He recently came in the top 10% of 8, 664 runners, 
in the Abbey Dash 10 km race.  His personal  best for a 
10km race is 42.03 minutes and for a 5 km race is 19.08!

He is very proud of his achievements and as a Year Group, 
we are too! 

Many congratulations, Dan and family.
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Year 10 art trip to tropicaL worLD anD YorK art GaLLerY

The Year 10 GCSE Art and Design pupils travelled to Tropical World in Leeds to gather resources for their Natural 
Forms Project. They sketched and took photographs of the tropical plants and flowers as well as some of the 
creatures that were at the centre. Parts of the venue were so hot and humid that our camera lenses steamed 

up and sketching became difficult on damp paper. Despite the challenges and the bombardment by butterflies and 
tropical birds, the pupils managed to complete some great research.

The next stop was York Art Gallery and Museum Gardens. The pupils were the first from Woldgate to visit the 
newly refurbished Art Gallery and really appreciated the interactive exhibits and the "Flesh" exhibition which Jessie 
Hodgkin said was "disgusting!". The staff at the gallery were very complimentary about the respectfulness of our 
pupils and appreciated being asked permission about taking photographs of the art on display. Well done everyone!
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Our Year 13 students continue to be busily completing and sending their UCAS applications. So far, 
over a third of our students have now sent their applications, with many of them receiving offers and 
interviews already. In particular, of our early entry students, five have received invitations to inter-
view at Cambridge, and our medical applicants are also currently preparing for the interviews they 
have received. It is wonderful to be finding out UCAS news on a daily basis from students who have 
just heard back from their chosen universities. Seeing the excitement on their faces as they tell you 
their offer, or that they have been given an interview, is absolutely priceless. Students are all working 
towards having their applications completed this term, and I look forward to hearing more good news 
over the coming weeks.

sixth form coLLeGe Mrs Lawson Writes:

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM
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sociaL meDia

attenDance, achievement & 
care co-orDinators

MrS r BoUrne

SixtH forM

07790 351276

MrS c wrigHt

 
Upper ScHooL

07790 351281

Mr S BUtcHer

Lower ScHooL

07790 351283
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